THE POLITICAL WRITINGS OF ROUSSEAU   41
of peasant farmers. An agrarian law fixes a limit to pioperty, sumptuary laws ngidly curtail expenditure, for the spirit of the polity is not so much freedom as equality. * II faut que tout le mondc vive et que personne ne s'emichisse, c'est la le principe fondamcntal de la prospe'rite* de la nation/ . No Corsican is to enuch himself Had Rousseau ever, among hu> protracted meditations, considered the extent and quality of the interference which would be necessary to prevent a Corsican from enriching himself, or from pursuing any other elemental human ambition (conquest, for instance)* to which be had a mind ? But we may be sure that any objections, founded upon the imperfections of human nature, would have been brushed aside with serene and implacable logic He would show the Coisicans what they should do, but whether they were likely to be wise or foolish was none of his affau
The most careful and detailed of the political writings of Rousseau was an ceuvre de citcoiistancCi composed in old age and posthumously published. The Considerations sur le Gouvernement de Pologne was executed by request during that period of troubled unceitainty in Polish politics which immediately preceded the First Partition. To Rousseau no task could have been more congenial than to write pi ascriptions for a spirited people who had taken aims against the autocratic Empiess of Russia and weie famed through Europe for their inveterate habit of anarchy. The Poles seemed to have the root of patriotism, the promise of nationhood He is, accordingly, remaikably tender to the traditions and institutions of a race so "singularly distinguished from the general level of European cynicism and selfishness. He will allow the dear people to keep their serfs, their nobles, even their monarchy. He acknowledges that they suffer from anarchy, and that two of the causes of anarchy are the kberum veto and the right of confederation Yet he will not condemn these curious vestiges of barbarous antiquity. The kberum vefot 'a brilliant right rendered pernicious by its abuse', is to continue under limitations and safeguards, one safeguard being that it is to be confined to fundamental laws, another that the single voter who blocks a law must answei by the